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We are back from our whirlwind trip around the Midwest. It is hard to get back in the 
swing of things when one has been gone, but it was sure nice to be back in our own 
bed. We first went to Forest City, Iowa for my great nephew’s (Liam) golf tournament. 
Eighteen teams (foursomes) and countless others turned out to help raise awareness 
and funds for Liam and his epilepsy.  The equipment that helps him thrive is quite ex-
pensive and most is not covered by insurance. I am not sure how much was raised 
but we all enjoyed our time together. My team consisted of William, my cousin Brian 
Strommen, and a family friend originally from Minneota, MN, Kathy Williams. The 
three of them were great at this very frustrating game and we actually won the 2nd 
flight with a score of four under par. There was no help from me except a couple of 
good chips... But as my cousin kept reminding us and my sister-in-law’s team, we 
were there to have fun and indeed we did. Liam has been a blessing to our family in 
so many ways. It is hard to see his struggles, but he is surrounded by so much love 
by the family but also by the whole community up there.  
 
After North Iowa we headed south and east towards Ohio. We crossed the river at Le-
claire, Iowa known now as the home of American Pickers, but also home of Buffalo Bill 
Cody.  It was nice to see the little shop that has brought a bit of fame to this river city 
along with remembering the stories my grandmother had of going to a Buffalo Bill 
show when she was girl growing up the river from Leclaire in Clinton, Iowa. After ten 
hours of driving we dropped Ben off at his fraternity and found our hotel. We stayed a 
day with Ben before letting him get back to his studies and work. We headed to St. 
Louis and had our sights on home. After living out of a suitcase for a week it was nice 
on late Wednesday evening to be in our own bed again. It was wonderful to see so 
much our country, the lush green fields of Iowa and Illinois was a delight. Throughout 
our journey I was reminded of the blessings God has bestowed on us.  
 
God is indeed good. 
 
In Christ, 
 

Pastor David.  
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Budget Information 

Council Meeting Minutes are available to read  on the 
Council Bulletin Board  and in the office.  

Council Meetings are the 2nd Thursday of the month 
beginning at 6pm. 

Treasurer’s Report – 50% of the year through June 30: 

Actual Income:    $172,568.14   YTD Budgeted Income:    $285,550.00         60.43% 
 
Actual Expenses: $148,135.50 YTD Budgeted Expenses: $294,950.00         50.22%  
  
Thank you for your generous giving!  Summer can sometimes be a slow time for 
offerings. Your  monthly pledges and online giving help us meet and 
plan our budget. 
 

 
 

 
 

Highlights from Church Council  

July 12, 2018 

Members present: Wayne Keeler, Tom Drown, Shellee Callahan, Jody Biegert, & Alan English. 
There being too few members to represent a quorum, no formal call to order was made. The 
members present conducted a simple forum of discussion for upcoming items to discuss at the 
next meeting of Council. 
 
Treasurer’s Report as submitted by Rick Henderson was reviewed and accepted by acclama-
tion. 
 
It was decided that the August meeting date should move one week to 16th in lieu of 9th. This 
allows a bit more time to reconcile the financial information as well as the submission of com-
mittee reports. 
There was a brief discussion about the “temp” position for Administrative Assistant. Wayne 
Keeler had contacted Mary Shaffer to check to see if there would be any restriction or 
“penalty: to move forward immediately with a direct hire of the current “Temp”. The Person-
nel Committee will review and offer their opinion. 
 
Alan English noted that the Education and Learning Committee met briefly. VBS will begin on 
Monday, July 16th and everything is in place. 
 
Consideration was given regarding the setting up of the nominating committee for future 
Council members. It was suggested that starting with the members who have expressed inter-
est in Time and Talent sheets be contacted along with any others that might be considered. It 
is also thought that establishing the dates for the Annual Meeting and Installation of Council 
Members need to be looked at very soon. These items will be on the Council Agenda in August 
and September. 
 
There being no other urgent question or problems present, meeting was adjourned. 
 
Wayne Keeler, President 
(Acting Secretary) 



   

ALTAR GUILD:  Teresa Nelson & Betty Henderson 

PARTNERS IN MINISTRY 9:30 SERVICE    

 August 5 August 12 August 19 August 26 

Greeters 

 

Karen Lucas &                   

Kendra Albin 

Gary & Sue Mettlen Rebecca & Carl Pyle Diane Conover &  

Kathy Lowman 

Ushers Joe & Janis Plumer Betty & Rick Henderson Gary & Lana Jordan Ted & Barbara Wire 

Communion Dennis & Carol 

Kuhlman, Kendra Albin 

Virg Augustine, Noni 

Strand & Dan Metcalfe 

Kathy & Joe Heinrich, 

Alan English 

Britney English, Gary & 

Lana Jordan 

Lector Charlotte Herrman Wayne Keeler Mary Shaffer Jan Jackson 

Sound Tom Mertz Kris Neff Perry Jurgensen Ray Beckman 

Fellowship David & Lonnie 

Wahlgren 

Larry & Pam Strahan Joseph & Janis 

Plumer 

Steve & Shellee         

Callahan 
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Service 

 
 

 

We are going to be making Baby Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief again this year and will 
be collecting items the rest of the summer and assembling the kits the end of August or first 
part of September. 
 
Items needed for each kit are:                                                                                           
2 lightweight cotton t-shirts (if Onesies we will have to take off the snaps).                         
2 long- or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers (without feet if you get them with feet we can cut 
them off). Rompers or top/pants sets can be substituted for sleepers.                                                        
2 receiving blankets, medium-weight cotton or flannel, or crocheted or knitted with light-
weight yarn, between 36” and 52” square.                                                                    
4 cloth diapers, flat fold preferred.                                                                                      
1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood, or include a baby cap.                                    
2 pairs of socks.                                                                                                                  
1 hand towel, dark color recommended.                                                                                  
2 or three bath-size bars of gentle soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, in original wrapping; 
no mini or hotel size bars.                                                                                          
2 diaper pins or large safety pins.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
T-shirts and gowns/sleepers may be any size from 6 months to 2 Toddler. Gently used, clean 
clothing and blankets (no stains or tears) may be substituted for new ones. It is especially 
important that the items be in excellent condition, as used clothing is increasingly difficult to 
get through customs in many countries. Even one item that looks worn or stained to local of-
ficials can jeopardize the status of a whole shipment. All other 
items (diapers, towel, soap) in the kit must be new. Please do not 
donate items with any religious symbols, messages or our group’s 
name. Please do not donate any items decorated with a U.S. flag, 
patriotic or military symbols, or references to the armed forces, 
including camouflage. 
 
Debbie Beckman 
785-825-6551 
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FYI 

FYI:  Redeemer Endowment fund and Memorial 
Committee funds are available to our members 
by application.  There are application guidelines 
for each committee.  For more information 
please contact Dennis Kuhlman for endowment 
and Cheryl Itschner for memorial. 

NEEDS OF THE MONTH – AUGUST 2018  

The needs of the Salina Rescue Mission for 
August 2018 include:  

 Canned Fruit & Vegetables 
 Peanut Butter & Jelly 
 Instant Potatoes 
 Disposable Razors & Deodorant 
 Free & Clear Laundry Detergent 
 Toilet Paper & Q-Tips 
 Ibuprofen & Acetaminophen 
 Men’s Socks, Underwear & White T-shirts 
 Men’s Work Boots & Back Packs 
NEW UNOPENED  ITEMS: 
 Socks & Underwear & White T-Shirts 
 Work Boots 
 Backpacks 
 
A tremendous THANK YOU to the com-
munity for already helping us with 
many items of great need! 

For more information, go on-line to 
www.salinarescuemission.com  

 

Ladies, mark your calendars for Tuesday, August 14th at 

6:30 p.m.  We are meeting at Martinelli’s where they are 

serving us their special chopped chicken salad.  RSVP if 

able to Anna Prockish 785-212-0685.  Please join us! 

Bishop Roger will host another 

Open Door day on Monday, 

August 13, at Trinity Lutheran 

Church in Hays.  If you are a 

pastor or congregation member 

who wants to talk with your   

bishop, now is the time.  You set 

the agenda.  Please email synod 

Administrator Sandy Van Tuyl 

(svantuyl@css-elca.org) to        

secure a time. 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

   

 

mailto:svantuyl@css-elca.org


2018 Synod Assembly Wrap-up – Bishop Roger Gustafson 

 
"This was fun!"  I heard a number of variations on that evaluation last Saturday after-
noon as we wrapped up the Synod Assembly at Bethany College in Lindsborg, Kansas. 

 

Our focus was evangelism as we gathered under the theme “God’s Story, Our Voic-
es.”  In sermons, workshops, keynote, and music we explored the intersection of God’s 
story and our own stories and how we might as individual Christians give voice to our 
faith.  We even factored in some practice in sharing our faith with another person as 
we reflected on the questions “How has your faith remained constant through the years 
and how has it changed you?” and “Where have you seen God active recently?”  The 
goal is to make faith talk an increasingly normal part of our everyday speech. 

  
Every year our Assembly is blessed by the participation of a representative of the 
church-wide expression of the ELCA.  This year we heard from Ruben Duran, director of 
the Congregational Vitality Team.  Ruben also oversees new ministry initiatives, several 
of which are under way right here in the Central States Synod. 
 

This was a challenging Assembly as well, since voting members decided to increase by 
$20,000 the spending for campus ministry and seminary support.  Since we pass half 
our revenue on to our church-wide expression so it can continue our ministry through-
out the country and beyond our borders, the amount of the approved increase is actu-
ally $40,000. 
  
A team of Glocal Musician Educators got us on our feet and clapping as they drew us in 
with music from all over the globe.  They take the term “educators” seriously – it didn’t 
take them long to teach us lyrics in a number of languages which for most of us were 
foreign.  
  
Bethany College, the venue for this Assembly, truly rose to 
the occasion.  The faculty and staff hosted us with genuine 
hospitality; and in his warm welcome to us President Will 
Jones made it clear that he highly values a solid working rela-
tionship between the college and our synod.  
  
All in all it was an excellent several days that combined the 
business of the synod, inspiration, and learning – all designed 
to equip us for the simple but deeply faithful practice of giv-
ing voice to the gift of faith that is in us.  This is, after all, 
how God changes the world. 
  
--- Bishop Roger   
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FYI 



As of June 20, 2018 we have received $15,809.25 from the synod assembly offering.  
Thank you for your generosity.  This offering will be divided between 

1. Mosaic, Ellsworth, KS 

2. the ELCA Youth Gathering, providing scholarships for youth from Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands 

3. New Ministries in the Central States Synod.  

If you would like to make an additional donation, please indicate that it is for "assembly offering." 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Synod Assembly Actions 

  
The Central States Synod met in assembly June 7-9, 2018 at Bethany College, Lindsborg, KS.  
At that assembly, we adopted the following resolutions: 
To encourage congregations of the synod to become “green congregations” by forming a Green Team 
that will take steps to reduce the congregation’s negative impact on the environment and foster “green 
discipleship” among their members; 
To designate the Epiphany Season as a “Season for Global Awareness;” October 7, 2018 as a Sundayin 
solidarity with our companion synod in Russia, and May 5, 2019 as a Sunday in solidarity with our com-
panion synod in Papua New Guinea; 
To designate May 11 & 12, 2019 to learn about Lutheran Family & Children Services of Missouri and pray 
for children and families; 
To transmit a memorial to the 2019 Churchwide Assembly of the ELCA regarding the celebration and 
recognition of the 50th Anniversary of the ordination of women; 
To designate September 15 & 16, 2019 to learn about Lutheran Senior Services and pray for God’s min-
istry through seniors. 
We also recognized and prayed for three congregations that have left the ELCA last year, two congrega-
tions that closed, twelve rostered ministers who retired, and five rostered ministers who died.  
  
The assembly adopted an amended synod constitution which included by-laws reducing the size of the 
synod council to four officers and 10 to 12 additional members (the previous size was 21 members) and 
continuing resolutions which combined the ten area ministries into five conferences.  These conferences 
will be used to determine representation on the synod council, resolution committee, etc.  This new con-
figuration does not preclude congregations and rostered ministers from meeting together in geographical 
clusters of their own choosing for the purpose of collaboration and support.    
  
The assembly also elected members to the synod council as well as church-wide voting members.  Since 
the adopted amended synod constitution reduced the size of the synod council, the exact membership of 
the synod council will be determined by the executive committee and announced as well as posted on 
the synod website. 
  
A budget of $1,755,222 was adopted following an amendment to increase the budget by $40,000 with 
an increase of $10,000 to campus ministry, $10,000 to seminaries, and $20,000 to church-wide (since 
the synod shares 50% of all mission support form congregations with the church-wide organization.) 
  
The Compensation Guidelines for Rostered Ministers (Pastors and Deacons) was adopted.  The guidelines 
include a 3.4% increase in suggested salaries as well as an increase in pulpit supply ($150 for one ser-
vice, plus $50 for each additional service.) 
  
Next year’s assembly will be held on June 6-8, 2019 in Overland Park, KS. The agenda will include the 
election of the bishop. 
 
 
As reported by Anna Prockish 
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Reminders 

August 28 
Last Hope Island 
Host & Leader—Carl Pyle 
 
September 25 
The Last Girl 
Host & Leader—Lonnie Wahlgren 
 
October 23 
Artemis 
Host & Leader—David Wahlgren 

Book Club Meets on 

the 4th Tuesday of 

the month.               
 (there are a few exceptions) 
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August 12—12th Sunday of Pente-
cost 
1 Kings 19:4-8 
Psalm 34:1-8 
Ephesians 4:25--5:2 
John 6:35, 41-51 
35Jesus said to [the crowd,] “I am the 
bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 
never be hungry, and whoever believes 
in me will never be thirsty. 41Then the 
Jews began to complain about him be-
cause he said, “I am “I am the bread 
that came down from heaven.” 42They 
were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son 
of Joseph, whose father and mother we 
know? How can he now say, ‘I have 
come down from heaven’?” 43Jesus an-
swered them, “Do not complain among 
yourselves. 44No one can come to me 
unless drawn by the Father who sent 
me; and I will raise that person up on 
the last day. 45It is written in the proph-
ets, ‘And they shall all be taught by 
God.’ Everyone who has heard and 
learned from the Father comes to 
me. 46Not that anyone has seen the Fa-
ther except the one who is from God; he 
has seen the Father. 47Very truly, I tell 
you, whoever believes has eternal 
life. 48I am the bread of life. 49Your an-
cestors ate the manna in the wilderness, 
and they died. 50This is the bread that 
comes down from heaven, so that one 
may eat of it and not die. 51I am the liv-
ing bread that came down from heaven. 
Whoever eats of this bread will live for-
ever; and the bread that I will give for 
the life of the world is my flesh.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
August 5—11th Sunday of Pentecost 
Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 
Psalm 78:23-29 
Ephesians 4:1-16 
John 6:24-35 
24When the crowd saw that neither Jesus 
nor his disciples were [beside the 
sea,] they themselves got into the boats 
and went to Capernaum looking for Je-
sus. 
  25When they found him on the other 
side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, 
when did you come here?” 26Jesus an-
swered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you 
are looking for me, not because you saw 
signs, but because you ate your fill of 
the loaves. 27Do not work for the food 
that perishes, but for the food that en-
dures for eternal life, which the Son of 
Man will give you. For it is on him that 
God the Father has set his seal.” 28Then 
they said to him, “What must we do to 
perform the works of God?” 29Jesus an-
swered them, “This is the work of God, 
that you believe in him whom he has 
sent.” 30So they said to him, “What sign 
are you going to give us then, so that 
we may see it and believe you? What 
work are you performing? 31Our ances-
tors ate the manna in the wilderness; as 
it is written, ‘He gave them bread from 
heaven to eat.’ ” 32Then Jesus said to 
them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not 
Moses who gave you the bread from 
heaven, but it is my Father who gives 
you the true bread from heaven. 33For 
the bread of God is that which comes 
down from heaven and gives life to the 
world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give us 
this bread always.” 
  35Jesus said to 
them, “I am the bread 
of life. Whoever 
comes to me will nev-
er be hungry, and 
whoever believes in 
me will never be 
thirsty.” 
 

Lectionary for Sundays in August 
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Lectionary for Sundays in August 

 
August 19—13th Sunday of Pente-
cost 
Proverbs 9:1-6 
Psalm 34:9-14 
Ephesians 5:15-20 
John 6:51-58 
 [Jesus said,] 51“I am the living bread 
that came down from heaven. Whoever 
eats of this bread will live forever; and 
the bread that I will give for the life of 
the world is my flesh.” 
  52The Jews then disputed among 
themselves, saying, “How can this man 
give us his flesh to eat?” 53So Jesus said 
to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless 
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and 
drink his blood, you have no life in you.   
54Those who eat my flesh and drink my 
blood have eternal life, and I will raise 
them up on the last day; 55for my flesh 
is true food and my blood is true 
drink. 56Those who eat my flesh and 
drink my blood abide in me, and I in 
them. 57Just as the living Father sent 
me, and I live because of the Father, so 
whoever eats me will live because of 
me. 58This is the bread that came down 
from heaven, not like that which your 
ancestors ate, and they died. But the 
one who eats this bread will live forev-
er.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
    

 
August 26—14th Sunday of Pente-
cost 
Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
Psalm 34:15-22 
Ephesians 6:10-20 
John 6:56-69 
[Jesus said,] 56“Those who eat my 
flesh and drink my blood abide in me, 
and I in them. 57Just as the living Fa-
ther sent me, and I live because of the 
Father, so whoever eats me will live 
because of me. 58This is the bread that 
came down from heaven, not like that 
which your ancestors ate, and they 
died. But the one who eats this bread 
will live forever.” 59He said these 
things while he was teaching in the 
synagogue at Capernaum  
   60When many of his disciples heard 
it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; 
who can accept it?” 61But Jesus, being 
aware that his disciples were com-
plaining about it, said to them, “Does 
this offend you? 62Then what if you 
were to see the Son of Man ascending 
to where he was before? 63It is the 
spirit that gives life; the flesh is use-
less. The words that I have spoken to 
you are spirit and life. 64But among 
you there are some who do not be-
lieve.” For Jesus knew from the first 
who were the ones that did not be-
lieve, and who was the one that would 
betray him. 65And he said, “For this 
reason I have told you that no one can 
come to me unless it is granted by the 
Father.” 
  66Because of this many of his disci-
ples turned back and no longer went 
about with him. 67So Jesus asked the 
twelve, “Do you also wish to go 
away?” 68Simon Peter answered him, 
“Lord, to whom can we go? You have 
the words of eternal life. 69We have 
come to believe and know that you 
are the Holy One of God.” 
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Content of the Ringer depends on you, the members of this church, for articles, photos, im-
portant dates, etc.  The September Newsletter deadline is August 16th at 12:00 pm. Infor-
mation turned in after this date might not be included.  The newsletter is available by email, 
mail or at the church. 

We are Family 

There are a lot of empty spaces on the flower chart for 2018. 
If you are interested in providing flowers for our worship services on a specific 

date, please sign the chart. Make sure to use only a dry-erase marker. 
Cost will be $20. 

3 Talan Pickering 
4 Gary Jordan 
5 Jim Cook 
7 Frances German 
8 CeCelia Anderson 
9 Ray Beckman 
12 Joe Plumer 
12 Olivia Suarez 
14 Jody Biegert 
16 Nathan Callahan 

18 Brenda Tonniges 
19 Alison Suarez 
20 Brock Alstatt 
22 Lacey Kibel 
23 Virgil Augustine 
24 Ivan Lobban 
26 Tatijana Krebsbach 
26 John Nielsen 
30 Carol Kuhlman 
31 Tanner Thurman 

 
 
 
Thank you for allowing me to represent Redeemer Lutheran Church as your assembly voting 

member. 
I believe it is important for all of us to be involved and informed on the activities, financial sta-

tus, and ministries of not only our local church, but also our synod, nation-wide, and global church.  It 
is invigorating to listen to others, to share information and to meet new brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 I attended two workshops.  The first was “The B in Evangelism”.  The emphasis was on how to 
be present in our communities so we interact with others, welcome opportunities for ministry, and as 
a result, sharing our faith.  The second was on using social media for outreach and ministry.  I al-
ready see committees, council, and Pastor David discussing these areas and am confident we will be 
bold in our mission of evangelism  - “Sharing the Good News”. 
 
Sincerely, 
Anna Prockish  
 
(See report on pages 5 –6) 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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We are Family 

      
“God’s Good Creation” was the theme for this year’s VBS held 
July 17-20. We had twenty-two kids attend this year. Along 
with songs, bible stories, crafts, and games the kids also 
learned about some of the animals that ELCA Lutheran World 
Relief uses to help people in areas that are fighting hunger, 
help themselves and their families to make money and have 
food.  
      Adults helping with VBS were: Shellee Callahan, Sue Met-
tlen and Vivian Cook – meals each night, Ann Metcalfe – songs, 
Debbie Beckman – crafts for little ones, simulations for older 
ones, Kendra Albin – games, and Brenda Tonniges, Mary Mertz 
and Ann Metcalfe group leaders. Kennedy Weisshaar, Maddux 
Weisshaar and Ryne Callahan all helped with the skits. 
      Friday night a short music program of the songs the kids 
learned during the week was help for parents, grandparents 
and congregation members. 

VBS 

Class 

of 

2018 



2018  
Sun Mon Tue Wed 

 

Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

9 am  

Bible Study 

 

2 3 4 

5 

9:30 Worship 

6 7 

5:30 pm   

Committee 

Meetings 

8 

9 am  

Bible Study 

9 

 

10 11 

12                   

9:30 Worship 

13 

Open Door Day    

With Bishop 

Roger 

14 

6:30 pm 

G.U.Y.S. 

Ladies Night 

Out 

15 

9 am  

Bible Study 

16 

6 pm 

17 18 

19 

9:30 Worship 

20 

6 pm 

Silver 

Needles 

21 22 

9 am  

Bible Study 

23 

8:30 am 

Breakfast at 

Bayard’s 

24 25 

26 

9:30 Worship 

27 28 

4 pm 

Page Turners 

29 

9 am  

Bible Study 

30 31  



743 East Magnolia Road 

Salina, KS 67401 

redeemer@redeemer-elca.org 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN 

 

Phone: 785-827-8195 

Office Hours: 9:00 - 2:00    Monday-Friday 

Becky Shulda, Administrative Assistant  

Find us on the web 

www: redeemer-elca.org 

“Chosen by God...to love one another.” 

 

Pastor David Strommen 

743 E Magnolia Road 

Salina, KS 67401 

785-827-8195 ex. 201 

dstrommen@redeemer-elca.org 

Sunday Sermons can now be heard 

on the Redeemer Website. 

Weekly Church Events 

Sunday Communion Worship     

9:30 Communion worship 

Wednesday morning                    

9:00 Bible Study 

No Wednesday Evening Education 

during the summer months. 

 

Organist: Ruth Mirtz  

 

Choir Director: Ann Metcalfe 
 

Bell Director and  

 Worship Accompanist: 

Britney English 

2018 Council 

Jody Biegert                 827-3429 

Shellee Callahan  822-6878 

Tom Drown  493-1592 

Alan English  643-4078 

Charlotte Herrman 643-9445 

Wayne Keeler, President 825-4511 

Phil Sedo, vice president                
         701-833-9280 

Anna Prockish, Secretary 212-0685 

Kyle Tonniges          308-627-6333 

 

Treasurer: Rick Henderson 

Financial Secretaries: Mike Ramage 

and Joe Plumer 

 

Reminder: 
Joint Worship Services will start 
June 3 - September 9 at 9:30am. 


