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 ” I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you,  
and that your joy may be complete.” John 15:11  

 
This year for my devotional reading one of the works beyond Scripture I am using is a book 
named The Book of Joy (Lasting Happiness in a Changing World) His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
and Archbishop Desmond Tutu (with Douglas Abrams). As you know, I teach World Religions 
online for Cloud County Community College. In that course, over the years I have used vari-
ous interviews with these two religious leaders to help my students glean something about 
the inter-faith dialogues and inter-faith relationships that are possible in this world of so 
much division.  
I have often meditated on Jesus’ words in John, “I have said these things to you so that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.” This statement comes in the midst 
of Jesus’ explanation that he was leaving his disciples and the world...the cross was on the 
horizon. It comes within the context of God’s love. “As the Father has loved me, so have I 
loved you; abide in my love.”  That is the joy that Jesus feels for his disciples. And even the 
cross cannot quell that love or joy. Jesus desires that for his disciples and thus for his church, 
the gathered faithful.  
I think, we as humans we tend to look at joy, happiness, love, faith, and a whole range of 
things as temporary, even fleeting. And this is appropriate, because the Bible says: 

 
“A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?”  

All people are grass, 
    their constancy is like the flower of the field.”  

Isaiah 40:6 
 
But in Christ the fleeting comes to an end as he gives himself to us through the cross.  The 
joy that Christ desires his disciples to receive is not a 
fleeting one, it is an enduring, everlasting one that de-
spite our human constancy lives forever. As Isaiah goes 
on: ”but the Word of God endures forever!”   
As I read this The Book of Joy I see from both traditions, 
Tibetan Buddhism and South African Anglicanism 
(Episcopalian), that enduring joy in two leaders that have 
lived under many shadows and threats in their lives,  one 
being an exiled leader of a people conquered by the Chi-
nese, and the other living under Apartheid in South Afri-
ca. They are fully satisfied with who they are and through 
that can, despite what the world says about their being 
separated by belief, can love each other.  That is a gift 
only God can give.  
I pray that this amazing joy and love be with you as we 
celebrate our “Love” on Valentine ’s Day.  May it be last-
ing even as the world around you changes.  
 
Amen 
Pastor David.  



Church Council Highlights 
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Council Meeting Minutes are available to read  on the 
Council Bulletin Board  and in the office.  

Council Meetings are the 2nd Thursday of the month 
beginning at 6pm. 

Budget Information as of 12/30/16 

Actual Income Received: $31,935.73 

Budgeted income for 2016: $299,310 

Actual Expenses: $293,877.40 

Budget Expenses for 2016: $299,310 

Regular Council Meeting  

Thursday, January 12 

6:00pm 

New Council officers were elected: 

  President               Lana Jordan 

  Vice President        Mary Mertz 

  Secretary               Anna Prockish 

  

Treasurer Rick Henderson’s email rick@hendersonabc.com 
 
 Thanks to Harold for seven years of service as Treasurer!   

 Working on suggestions from insurance company audit: 

  Light in janitor closet—in process. 

  Organ cord (shouldn’t be exposed)—in process. 

 Camera/buzzer for front door—Council will discuss 

 

  

mailto:rick@hendersonabc.com


Worship 
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On Sunday, January 1, 
Redeemer celebrated the 
baptism of Lucy Mae 
Henderson.  Lucy is the 
daughter of Clint and 
Robyn Henderson.  
Lucy’s grandparents 
are Rick and Betty 
Henderson.  Her bap-
tismal sponsors are 
Scott and Chrissy 
Henderson and Steve 
and Chrystal McCaul.  

God Bless Them All, 
now and forever. 

Worship and Music Notes: 

Lent and Holy Week: 

Ash Wednesday – Ash and Dash, March 1, 6-9 
a.m. and 3-5 p.m.; Ash Wednesday Service; no oth-
er activities 

Additional worship opportunities on Wednesday dur-
ing Lent –6-9 a.m. Church open for individual medi-
tation, prayer, Stations of the Cross (no service)                                                              
Noon – devotional service led by Pastor Strommen 

regular Wednesday night activities – Pastor Strommen will focus his message 
on the minor prophets. 

Stations of the Cross will be available during worship and daily office hours. 

  Palm Sunday – April 9  
  Seder Meal – April 12 (no other activities)     
  Maundy Thursday service w ith First Communion – April 13                        
  Good Friday – April 14 
  Easter Sunday – April 16 

Lenten Schedule 
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5:30 - Weekly Meal 

The evening begins with a light Supper, prepared and served by 
Redeemer volunteers, in the fellowship hall. The meal is free, but 
donations are accepted.  

Wednesday Night Ministry 
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Have a busy week?   

We are open late on Wednesday  

and you can leave the cooking to us. 
Wednesday night at Redeemer is a rewarding and relaxing time for 

everyone.  Come and join us for all or part of the evening activities. 

Childcare is provided free of charge starting at 6:00. 

6:15 - Worship—An informal Communion worship 
service is held every week.   

6:00 - Godly Play for children age 3 through 3rd grade 
What is Godly Play?  A child-honoring way of entering into and experiencing 

the biblical story. We use manipulative story characters and imagination to experi-

ence the biblical story through narrative story, parables, liturgical actions and si-

lence   Children are not told what to believe but are exposed to the story experi-

ence.  Through this open-ended approach we hear the deepest invitation to come 

play with God. 

7:15 

After Worship stay for more learning 

4th-6th Grade class with Debbie Beckman 
7th & 8th Grade confirmation with Anita 
Strommen 
High School with Mary Mirtz 
Adults with Pastor David Strommen 

Call for 

a ride! 



PAGE 5 THE RINGER  VOLUME 12 ISSUE 2 

 

Our Present and Our Future 

Salina Shares—Advent Adopt-a-Charity          

Many thanks to all Redeemer members who supported Salina Shares during Advent 
this year. Gifts of items and cash enabled us to provide supplies for 12 move-in kits 
for people just moving into their own place after exiting a halfway house or similar 
establishment. The kits included buckets, brooms, mops, cleaning cloths, dish tow-
els, dish soap, hand soap, toilet tissue and paper towels. We also donated personal 
hygiene items like deodorant, shampoo, body wash and toothpaste, plus laundry de-
tergent for the Laundry Love program.   

The high-school youth group made an expedition to Walmart on January 11 to pur-
chase some of the items. Tatijana Krebsbach searched diligently for coupons and ex-
tended our buying power by $17.00! 

On January 18 the high-school youth delivered all the items to the Salina Shares 
warehouse, including a prepaid Visa card for $240. Debbie Rivers, the Salina Shares 
coordinator, was thrilled and grateful to be able to help so many families in Salina.  

Thanks to high-school youth Tatijana Krebsbach,  Zach Swanson, Cody Pennington 
and Corey Pennington, to Tom Drown for hauling the load in his pickup and helping 
us shop, and to Craig Alstatt for transporting the rest of us to the warehouse. 

Mary Mertz, high-school youth sponsor                     



www.livinglutheran.org – the monthly published magazine available online.  Daily 
postings, blogs, numerous links to church and related organizations,  will help you 
find out more about our denomination, its vision, and its mission.  Past issues also 
available. 
www.womenoftheelca.org – the site for all things women need to know. WELCA em-
braces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act 
boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. A link is available to subscribe to the Gather Bi-
ble study magazine either in print or online.  More great links to other blogs, infor-
mation, resources are given. 
www.boldcafe.org - Café is a free, monthly, and on-line magazine for and with 
young adult women. It explores topics that are relevant to women and how faith re-
lates to these issues.  Readers and writers use Café as a Bible study resource indi-
vidually or with a group. Many also use it to learn more about what the Lutheran 
church has to say about certain issues and to start discussions with friends or class-
mates. Although many women in their 20s and 30s contribute in every is-
sue, Café can be used and shared by women of all ages. 
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Community 

NEEDS OF THE MONTH 

The needs of the Salina Rescue Mission 
for February 2017 include: 

Tennis Shoes (all sizes) 

Men’s Jeans ( waist size 30-32) 

Long Twin Fitted Sheets 

Canned Fruit Jell-O 

Pudding Mix Sandwich Meat  

A tremendous THANK YOU to the com-
munity for already helping us with many 
items of great need! 

For more information, go on-line to 
www.salinaresucemission.com 

This helps to feed and care for the hun-
gry and homeless, it also stretches our 
general fund dollars farther.  Please 
help; donations can be dropped 
off anytime at the Salina Res-
cue Mission at 1716 summers 
Road in Salina, or call us at 
785-823-2610 

ELCA On-line Resources 

http://www.livinglutheran.org/
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/
http://www.boldcafe.org/


F.Y.I. 
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ORDERS TAKEN:   NOW-
February 8th 
DELIVERED:           
February 14th, 2017 
TO ORDER: Call or email 
Britney English 
785-227-2909 ext. 351 
benglish@smokyvalley 
.org 
Please specify what time 
of day would work best. 

Choose from the 
following songs: 
Stand By Me 
Can’t Help Falling 
in Love 
Let Me Call You 
Sweetheart 

Tuesday, February 14, 6:30pm 
Join us at Martinelli’s, in downtown Salina, for dinner and fel-
lowship.  Bring your sweetheart, friend or come by yourself.  
All are welcome.   

Space is limited so RSVP to Gary Jordan (gljordan3@cox.net 
or 643-5252) ASAP if you plan to attend. 

Get your special someone  
a unique Valentine’s gift!  

 
For a donation of $20 ($15 for SVHS Stu-
dents), the SVHS Madrigals will deliver a 
singing Valentine and a flower to your spe-
cial someone on Tuesday, February 14th. 
 
Does your special someone live out of 
town but you still want to surprise him or 
her?  

We are now offering a 
voicemail Singing Valentine for $5! 

 
Thanks for supporting the  
Smoky Valley High School 

 Madrigals! 



THIRST 
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Director of Disaster Response, Braeden DeLong, talked to the men about the 
efforts of the Central States synod and camp Tomah Shinga, to create a 
community that will be able to help our neighbors when they have been af-
fected by disaster.  Each church is being asked to have a coordinator for the 
response team. 

Talking Hope in a Redeemed but Sinful Time 

We thirst both physically and spiritually. 
Quench them both by engaging in an informal 
faith talk with others in a casual setting. 
THIRST will meet on Sunday evening February 
12 from 6:15 to 8:00 p.m. at the church. 
Bring your own supper! If you need childcare 
for the evening, please contact Anna Prockish 
in advance at (785) 404-2487 or cell (785) 
212-0685.  

Join us for a conversation on the topic of 
homelessness. We will also make Blessing 
Bags for the Homeless—a small bag of items 
you can keep in your car to give to homeless 
folks you encounter. Britney English will be 
emailing a list of suggested items to bring. If 
you have questions about the kits, contact her 
at (785) 643-2866. 

For more information about THIRST, contact 

Tom Mertz at (785) 820-5585. 

GUYS 



Take Note 
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Dear Friends at Redeemer 

Thank you so much for the thoughtful and gener-
ous Christmas bonus check.   Appreciate the sup-
port that it represents and I will most likely be 
using it to buy new organ and piano music.  I’ve 
been very blessed to work with so many wonder-
ful folks at Redeemer. 

Thanks again, 

Ruth 

Content of the Ringer depends on you, the members of this church, for articles,    

photos, important dates, etc.   

The March Newsletter deadline is February 16th at 12:00pm.   

 
BAD WEATHER 
Weather Alerts:  It’s that time of the year when 
weather starts to factor into possibly canceling 
Sunday worship of weekday events and meet-
ings.   

MAKE SURE TO WATCH YOU EMAIL! 
A special weather email will be 
sent to everyone announcing the 
cancellation. 
 YOUR SAFETY  
 COMES FIRST! 
If you need to be called, add your 
name to the list at the welcome 
center of call the church office. 
 

3 Emily Strommen 

4 Grant Johanson 

5 Pam Strahan 

6 Phillip Shaffer 

7 Doris Simpson 

7 Trey Potter 

11 Kris Johanson 

18 Cody Pennington 

19 Randy Jackson 

No February Anniversaries 

Dear Redeemer family, 

Thanks so much for your gen-
erous holiday gift. My family 
and I are so lucky to call you 
our church family!" 

Brittney 

Thank you so much for host-
ing our dinner.  It was per-
fect and we are so grateful.   

The family of                 
Kayla Dawn Parret 



Lectionary for Sundays in February 
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Sun, Feb 5, 5th Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]  
Psalm 112:1-9 [10]  
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]  
Matthew 5:13-20  
[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the 
earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how 
can its saltiness be restored? It is no 
longer good for anything, but is thrown out and 
trampled under foot. 
  14“You are the light of the world. A city built on 
a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. 16In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
  17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the 
law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish 
but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven 
and earth pass away, not one letter, not one 
stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all 
is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one 
of the least of these commandments, and teach-
es others to do the same, will be called least in 
the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them 
and teaches them will be called great in the king-
dom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your right-
eousness exceeds that of the scribes and Phari-
sees, you will never enter the kingdom of heav-
en.”  
 
Sun, Feb 12, 6th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20  
Sirach 15:15-20 (alternate) 
Psalm 119:1-8  
1 Corinthians 3:1-9  
Matthew 5:21-37  
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 21“You 
have heard that it was said to those 

of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder’; and 
‘whoever murders shall be liable to judg-
ment.’ 22But I say to you that if you are angry 
with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judg-
ment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you 
will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You 
fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So 
when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you 
remember that your brother or sister has some-
thing against you, 24leave your gift there before 
the altar and go; first be reconciled to your 
brother or sister, and then come and offer your 
gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser 
while you are on the way to court with him, or 
your accuser may hand you over to the judge, 
and the judge to the guard, and you will be 
thrown into prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will 
never get out until you have paid the last penny. 
  27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall  

not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to you that eve-
ryone who looks at a woman with lust has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your 
right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw 
it away; it is better for you to lose one of your 
members than for your whole body to be thrown 
into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to 
sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for 
you to lose one of your members than for your 
whole body to go into hell. 
  31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, 
let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32But I 
say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, ex-
cept on the ground of unchastity, causes her to 
commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced 
woman commits adultery. 
  33“Again, you have heard that it was said to 
those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear false-
ly, but carry out the vows you have made to the 
Lord.’ 34But I say to you, Do not swear at all, ei-
ther by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by 
the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, 
for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not 
swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair 
white or black. 37Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or 
‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from the 
evil one.  
 
Sun, Feb 19, 7th Sunday after the Epiphany 
Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18  
Psalm 119:33-40  
1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-
23  
Matthew 5:38-48  
[Jesus said to the disci-
ples:] 38“You have heard that 
it was said, ‘An eye for an 
eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.’ 39But I say to you, Do 
not resist an evildoer. But if 
anyone strikes you on the 
right cheek, turn the other also; 40and if anyone 
wants to sue you and take your coat, give your 
cloak as well; 41and if anyone forces you to go one 
mile, go also the second mile. 42Give to everyone 
who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone 
who wants to borrow from you. 
  43“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall 
love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44But I 
say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, 45so that you may be children 
of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun 
rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain 
on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46For if 
you love those who love you, what reward do you 
have? Do not even the tax collectors do the 
same? 47And if you greet only your brothers and 
sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do 
not even the Gentiles do the same? 48Be perfect, 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2017-2&eventDateId=0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2017-2&eventDateId=0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2017-2&eventDateId=0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2017-2&eventDateId=0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2017-2-12/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2017-2-12/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2017-2-12/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2017-2-12/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2017-2-12/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2017-2-19/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2017-2-19/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2017-2-19/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2017-2-19/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2017-2-19/0#
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Lectionary for Sundays in February 
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Altar Guild:   Sue Mettlen and Mary Shaffer           Acolyte:   Emily Strommen 

 Partners in Ministry 8:00 Service        
 February 5 February 12 February 19 February 26 

Usher/ Greeter Mary Shaffer 

Kathy Lowman 

Carol Lehman 

Cheryl Itschner 

Diane Conover Virg Augustine 

Noni Strand 

Communion Carol Lehman 

Cheryl Itschner 

Charlotte Herrman 

Mary Shaffer 

Kathy Lowman 

Mary Ellen Rudick 

Mary Shaffer 

Carol Lehman 

Lector Jan Jackson Kathy Lowman Mary Ellen Rudick Noni Strand 

Partners in Ministry 10:30 Service 

Greeter Alan English 

Mike Ramage 

Harold & Becky   

Klaege 

Gary & Lana  Jordan Carol & Larry Manz 

Usher Rick & Betty    

Henderson 

Betty Baxter 

Dennis Kuhlman 

Joe & Kathy Heinrich Phil & Jean Sedo 

Communion Mary Mertz 

Kris Neff 

Mary Mertz 

Larry Strahan 

Mary Mertz 

Ray Beckman 

Mary & Tom Mertz 

Lector Jeanette Kpissay Larry Strahan Mary Mertz Ann Metcalfe 

Cantor Brittney English Ann Metcalfe Kris Johanson Jodi Bachand 

Sound Kris Neff Tom Mertz Ray Beckman Mary Mertz 

Coffee Host Strahan Koers/Johanson Kuhlman Drown 

Sun, Feb 26, Transfiguration of Our Lord 
Exodus 24:12-18  
Psalm 2  
Psalm 99 (alternate) 
2 Peter 1:16-21  
Matthew 17:1-9  
1Jesus took with him Peter and James and his 
brother John and led them up a high mountain, 
by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before 
them, and his face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there 
appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with 
him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good 
for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three 
dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah.” 5While he was still speaking, sud-
denly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and 
from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to 
him!” 6When the disciples heard this, they fell to 
the ground and were overcome by fear. 7But Je-
sus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and 
do not be afraid.” 8And when they looked up, 
they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 
  9As they were coming down the mountain,  

Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision 
until after the Son of Man has been raised from 
the 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2017-2-26/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2017-2-26/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2017-2-26/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2017-2-26/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2017-2-26/0#


 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

9 Bible Study 

5:30 Supper      

6 Godly Play  

6:15 Worship 

6:45 Education 

7:15 Choir 

2 3 4 

5 

8 Worship 

10:30 worship 

6 7 

4:30 Exec 

5:30 Committee 

8 

9 Bible Study 

5:30 Supper      

6 Godly Play  

6:15 Worship 

6:45 Education 

7:15 Bells 

9 

6 Council 

10 11 

12 

8 Worship 

10:30 worship 

5:30 THIRST 

13 14 

10 Page Turners 

6:30 GUYS 

15 

9 Bible Study 

5:30 Supper      

6 Godly Play  

6:15 Worship 

6:45 Education 

7:15 Choir 

16 17 18 

19 

8 Worship 

10:30 worship 

20 

6 Silver Needles 

21 22 

9 Bible Study 

5:30 Supper      

6 Godly Play  

6:15 Worship 

6:45 Education 

7:15 Bells 

23 

8:30 Breakfast 

at Bayard’s 

9 Silver Needles 

sew day 

24 25 

268 Worship 

10:30 worship 

 

 

27 28     



743 East Magnolia Road 

Salina, KS 67401 

redeemer@redeemer-elca.org 
 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

 

Phone: 785-827-8195 

Office Hours: 9:00 - 4:00    Monday-Friday 

Anita Strommen, Administrative Assistant  

Find us on the web 

www: redeemer-elca.org 

“Chosen by God...to love one another.” 

 

Pastor David Strommen 

743 E Magnolia Road 

Salina, KS 67401 

785-827-8195 ex. 201 

dstrommen@redeemer-elca.org 

Sunday Sermons can now be heard 

on the Redeemer Website. 

Weekly Church Events 

Sunday Communion Worship  

8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Wednesday Night Activities    

5:30—Light dinner 

6:00 - Godly Play for young children 

6:15 - Worship followed by Youth 

and Adult Education 

7:00 - Music Practice  

Organist: Ruth Mirtz  

Choir Director: Ann Metcalfe 

Bell Director and  

 Worship Accompanist: 

Britney English 

2017 Council 

Jody Biegert                 827-3429 

Shellee Callahan  822-6878 

Lana Jordan, President 643-5253 

Mary Mertz, Vice Pres. 820-5585 

Anna Prockish, Secretay 212-0685 

Phil Sedo         701-833-9280 

Mary Shaffer,   823-8019 

Kyle Tonniges          308-627-6333 

 

 

Treasurer: Rick Henderson 

Financial Secretaries: Mike Ramage 

and Joe Plumer 


