
Sunday, May 31, 2020 

Day of Pentecost 

 

Call to Worship 

Leader: The peace of God be with you today. 

Receive with joy the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

People: We feel the winds of God blowing among us. 

We sense the tongues of fire empowering us. 

 

Leader: How amazing is the power God gives us. 

How manifold are the works of our Creator. 

People: The breath of God fills us with confidence. 

The Spirit creates new life within and among us. 

 

Leader: God calls us to be dreamers and prophets. 

God gives us a vision for a world of peace 
People: May the glory of God endure forever. 

Pentecost Prayer: 

Almighty God, we your children pray: let your glory come down. 

   Let the Fire fall on us gathered here as on that first Day of 

Pentecost. 

Revive our spirits, fill us with new excitement, with joy 

unspeakable 

   And compassion for a dying world. 

Empower us to speak your Word; to utter your words of Life; 

   Using a variety of languages to bring the good news to the poor. 

Lord, let your fire fall once again on this church, on this 

community, 

   On this country, and on all the families of the earth. 
In Jesus name and in the power of your Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 



HYMN                  O Holy Spirit, Enter In               ELW 786 

 

1 O Holy Spirit, enter in, 

 and in our hearts your work begin, 

 and make our hearts your dwelling. 

 Sun of the soul, O Light divine, 
 around and in us brightly shine, 

 your strength in us upwelling. 

 In your radiance 

 life from heaven 

 now is given 

 overflowing, 

 gift of gifts beyond all knowing. 

 

2 Left to ourselves, we surely stray; 

 oh, lead us on the narrow way, 

 with wisest counsel guide us; 

 and give us steadfastness, that we 
 may follow you forever free, 

 no matter who derides us. 

 Gently heal those 

 hearts now broken; 

 give some token 

 you are near us, 

 whom we trust to light and cheer us. 

3 O mighty Rock, O Source of life, 

 let your good Word in doubt and strife 

 be strongly in us burning, 

 that we be faithful unto death 

 and live in love and holy faith, 

 from you true wisdom learning. 

 Lord, your mercy 

 on us shower; 

 by your power 
 Christ confessing, 

 we will cherish all your blessing. 

 

Text: Michael Schirmer, 1606-1673; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, adapt. 



The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray . . . 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by 

sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that 

Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice 

at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all 

together in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a 

sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house 

where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 

among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them 

were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven 

living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and 

was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 

native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, 

“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that 

we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, 

Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 

the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 

both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own 

languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of 

power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 

“What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are 

filled with new wine.” 

  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 

addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let 

this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are 



not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 

morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

 and your young men shall see visions, 

  and your old men shall dream dreams. 

 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

   and they shall prophesy. 

 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 

  and signs on the earth below, 

   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 

  and the moon to blood, 

   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.’ ” 

 

PSALM: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

 24How manifold are your | works, O LORD! 

  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of your 

creatures. 

 25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too 

man- | y to number, 

  living things both | small and great. 

 26There go the ships | to and fro, 

  and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it. 

 27All of them | look to you 

  to give them their food | in due season. R 

 28You give it to them; they | gather it; 

  you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things. 

 29When you hide your face, | they are terrified; 

  when you take away their breath, they die and 

return | to their dust. 

 30You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created; 

  and so you renew the face | of the earth. 



 31May the glory of the LORD en- | dure forever; 

  O LORD, rejoice in | all your works. R 

 32You look at the earth | and it trembles; 

  you touch the mountains | and they smoke. 

 33I will sing to the LORD as long | as I live; 

  I will praise my God while I | have my being. 

 34May these words of | mine please God. 

  I will rejoice | in the LORD. 

 35bBless the LORD, | O my soul. 

  Hal- | lelujah! R 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
3bNo one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 

  4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and 

there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are 

varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of 

them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 

for the common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the 

utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 

according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, 

to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the 

working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the 

discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to 

another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by 

one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just 

as the Spirit chooses. 

  12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all 

the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is 

with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 

body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to 

drink of one Spirit. 

 

GOSPEL: John 20:19-23 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and 

the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked 

for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his 



hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 

Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 

Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he 

breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If 

you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 

the sins of any, they are retained.” 

SERMON  

HYMN                    Spirit of Gentleness         ELW 396 

Refrain 

 Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 

 blow through the wilderness calling and free; 

 Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 

 stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 

1 You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 

 then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 
 and over the eons you called to each thing: 

 "Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings."  Refrain 

 

2 You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, 

 and you goaded your people with a law and a land; 

 and when they were blinded with idols and lies, 

 then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes.  Refrain 

 

3 You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, 

 then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still; 

 and down in the city you called once again, 

 when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind.  
Refrain 

 

4 You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes. 

 From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams; 

 our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 

 With bold new decisions your people arise.  Refrain 
Text: James K. Manley, b. 1940 

Text © 1978 James K. Manley, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
INVOCATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

Standing in the glorious light of the resurrection, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all who wait for the Spirit's revealing power. 

 
Come to your church and inflame the hearts of your people to convey 

your love faithfully and boldly to the world. We pray: 

 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Come from the four winds, O Breath of God, and breathe your peace 

into the hearts of every nation, that violence and war may cease in all 

the world. We pray: 

 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 



Come and let your healing breath surround the sick (especially), that 

they may be given new life and new health. We pray: 

 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Come and let the new wine of your presence give us vision as we 
gather at your table of mercy, there to be strengthened and sent into 

the world empowered with your good news. We pray: 

 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Come and intercede for those who groan in grief, that together with all 

your blessed saints, they might be united by your Spirit with those for 

whom they mourn. We pray: 

 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Gracious God, hear our prayers and receive them for the sake of the 
crucified and risen one, our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

AMEN 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 



and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

And also with you 

Closing prayer 

God of wind, word, and fire, we bless your name this day for 

sending the light and strength of your Holy Spirit.  We give you 

thanks for all the gifts, great and small, that you have poured out 
upon your children. 

Accept our praise and let us be witnesses to your love to your love 

throughout all the earth through Jesus Christ, who lives with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever.  Amen. 

 HYMN        God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind    ELW 400 

1 God of tempest, God of whirlwind, 

as on Pentecost descend! 

Drive us out from sheltered comfort; 

past these walls your people send! 

Sweep us into costly service, 

there with Christ to bear the cross, 

there with Christ to bear the cross! 

 

2 God of blazing, God of burning, 

all that blocks your purpose, purge! 

Through your church, Christ's living Body, 

let your flaming Spirit surge! 

Where deceit conceals injustice, 

kindle us to speak your truth, 

kindle us to speak your truth! 

 

 



3 God of earthquake, God of thunder, 

shake us loose from lethargy! 

Break the chains of sin asunder, 

for earth's healing set us free! 

Crumble walls that still divide us; 

make us one in Christ our Lord, 

make us one in Christ our Lord! 

 

4 God of passion, God unsleeping, 

stir in us love's restlessness! 

Where the people cry in anguish, 

may we share your heart's distress. 

Rouse us from content with evil; 

claim us for your kingdom's work, 

claim us for your kingdom's work! 

 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923 

Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 

800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless us and keep us. 

The Lord make his face shine on us and be gracious to us. 

The Lord look upon us with favor and give us peace. 

Amen 
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